ASAS 2026 – CANADA Parent & Guardian Information Guide
In Collaboration with The Artist Cube (TAC) × Funun Arts Group
An International Opportunity for Young Artists
A Message to Parents/Guardians
ASAS 2026 is an opportunity for young artists to do more than create an artwork. It encourages them to research, think critically, experiment, develop an idea and connect the history of art with their own contemporary world.
Parents/Guardians can make the greatest contribution by encouraging curiosity and creativity while allowing the young artist to take ownership of the work.
**Let them explore the past.
Let them interpret the present.
Let them create the future.**
For Canadian participants, The Artist Cube (TAC) will support the initiative through Canada-wide outreach and mentorship.
TAC Mentors Representing Canada:
· Zunaira Mufti
· Dr. Nafisa Sayed-Motiwala

1. Who Can Participate?
The opportunity is intended for young artists aged 12–25, subject to the final eligibility requirements established by ASAS/Funun Arts.
Participants may be students who are:
· Developing their artistic practice
· Taking art at school
· Attending an art school or academy
· Working independently as young artists
· Interested in art history and contemporary art
Previous exhibition experience is not necessarily required. The focus is on creativity, originality, artistic development and the student's ability to develop an idea.

2. What Is the Theme?
“Eras of Art – A Journey Through Time”
Students are invited to explore an art era or historical artistic tradition and use it as a starting point for creating an original contemporary artwork.
The purpose is not to copy an historical artwork.
Instead, students should ask:
“What can I learn from the past, and how can I reinterpret it through my own ideas and experiences?”
Students may explore areas such as:
· Prehistoric Art
· Ancient Civilizations
· Islamic & Middle Eastern Art
· Renaissance
· Impressionism & Expressionism
· Modern Art
· Pop Art
· Contemporary & Digital Art
The selected era should be meaningfully connected to the student's final artwork.






ASAS 2026 — Art Eras Concept Development Table
	Art Era
	Inspirational Area
	Concept & Motif
	Modern Application Example
	Materiality
	Form
	Color Palette
	Motifs
	Mood

	Prehistoric Art
[image: ]
	Cave paintings, nature, survival, rituals
	Human connection with nature; storytelling through symbols
	“Modern Cave Art” — visualize today's fears, hopes or environmental concerns as cave symbols
	Charcoal, ochre, clay, natural pigments, textured paper
	Simple, organic, primitive, expressive
	Burnt sienna, ochre, charcoal black, mud brown, sand beige
	Animals, handprints, spirals, humans, sun, hunting marks
	Raw, mysterious, primal, earthy

	Ancient Civilization
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	Egypt, Mesopotamia, Greece, Rome, Indus Valley, China
	Civilization, identity, mythology, community and heritage
	“Monument of the Future” — combine an ancient architectural form with a futuristic city
	Clay, stone texture, mosaic, paint, mixed media
	Monumental, symmetrical, structured, decorative
	Gold, deep blue, terracotta, marble white, royal red
	Hieroglyphs, columns, temples, vessels, animals, geometric symbols
	Grand, powerful, ceremonial

	Islamic & Middle Eastern Art
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	Islamic geometry, architecture, calligraphy, textiles, arabesque
	Harmony, unity, spirituality, cultural identity and pattern
	“Modern Arabic Identity” — combine contemporary typography/design with geometric patterns
	Gouache, acrylic, ink, digital media, tile-inspired collage
	Symmetrical, geometric, repetitive, radial
	Turquoise, emerald, gold, cream, deep blue
	Geometric stars, arabesque, floral forms, arches, domes, calligraphic shapes
	Harmonious, contemplative, elegant

	Renaissance
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	Humanism, anatomy, nature, architecture, perspective
	Human potential, identity, knowledge, beauty and discovery
	“Human & Machine” — Renaissance portraiture combined with robotics or AI
	Oil/acrylic, graphite, charcoal, digital painting
	Realistic, balanced, proportional, three-dimensional
	Olive green, burgundy, warm beige, dark brown, gold
	Portraits, hands, anatomy, arches, landscapes, classical architecture
	Intellectual, dramatic, refined

	Impressionism & Expressionism
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	Light, nature, everyday life, emotions
	Fleeting moments, perception, memory and emotional experience
	“City in Motion” — interpret a modern city through changing light and emotional color
	Acrylic, oil pastel, watercolor, mixed media
	Loose, distorted, gestural, fluid
	Sky blue, soft yellow, lavender, peach; deep red, cobalt blue, emerald
	Brushstrokes, landscapes, faces, movement, light, urban scenes
	Dreamlike, energetic, emotional

	Modern Art
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	Cubism, Surrealism, abstraction, experimentation
	Identity, fragmentation, imagination, social change
	“Fragmented Society” — represent modern identity through fractured forms
	Collage, acrylic, found objects, mixed media, digital
	Abstract, fragmented, geometric, unconventional
	Black & white, bold primary colors, contrasting combinations
	Cubes, distorted faces, symbols, fragmented objects, dream imagery
	Experimental, questioning, imaginative

	Pop Art
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	Advertising, comics, celebrities, consumer culture, media
	Popular culture, mass communication, consumerism and identity
	“Digital Pop Culture” — transform emojis, social media icons or digital products into Pop Art
	Acrylic, screen-print style, collage, photography, digital media
	Flat, graphic, repetitive, bold
	Bright yellow, cyan blue, hot pink, red, black
	Speech bubbles, icons, products, portraits, logos, repeated images
	Playful, energetic, humorous

	Contemporary & Digital Art
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	Technology, AI, social media, identity, sustainability
	Future, digital identity, human–technology relationships
	“Art in 2050” — imagine the relationship between humans, AI and the future
	Digital art, photography, video, projection, recycled materials, installation
	Interactive, immersive, conceptual, multimedia
	Neon blue, purple gradients, black, metallic silver, electric pink
	Digital grids, pixels, interfaces, human figures, technology, organic/digital hybrids
	Futuristic, immersive, thought-provoking


Note: The color palettes and thematic directions above are specific to each Art Eras A; the modern application examples are intentionally framed as original interpretations, since ASAS specifically encourages students not to copy examples but to develop their own ideas. 
A useful student formula
Research the Era → Identify an Inspiration → Choose a Concept → Select Motifs → Experiment with Materials → Develop Form & Color → Connect to Today → Create an Original Artwork


3. What Does “Modern Application” Mean?
Students are encouraged to connect historical inspiration with the world they live in today.
For example:
Historical Inspiration: Renaissance portraiture
Contemporary Idea: Human identity in the age of artificial intelligence
Historical Inspiration: Islamic geometric patterns
Contemporary Idea: Digital identity, technology and interconnectedness
Historical Inspiration: Prehistoric cave paintings
Contemporary Idea: Modern environmental concerns
The students should demonstrate:
Research → Inspiration → Personal Interpretation → Contemporary Connection

4. What Should Students Submit?
The final submission should include the materials required by the official ASAS/Funun Arts submission process.
Students should be prepared to provide:
☐ Completed original artwork
☐ High-quality photograph of the final artwork
☐ Artwork title
☐ Medium/materials
☐ Artwork dimensions
☐ Artist statement
☐ Student information
☐ Required parent/guardian information
☐ 3–5 process photographs
☐ Sketches/research/experimentation where applicable
☐ Parent/guardian consent, where required
Final technical requirements and submission specifications should be checked against the official ASAS/Funun Arts instructions before submission.

5. Why Are Process Photographs Important?
Students should document their artwork as they develop it.
Process photographs help demonstrate the student's:
· Original thinking
· Research
· Sketching
· Experimentation
· Material exploration
· Development of the composition
· Progress toward the final artwork
Recommended Process Documentation
1. Research / Inspiration
Photograph research, notes, references or visual inspiration.
2. Initial Ideas
Photograph sketches and brainstorming.
3. Experimentation
Photograph colour, material, technique or composition experiments.
4. Work in Progress
Photograph the artwork while it is being created.
5. Final Artwork
Take a separate, clear photograph of the completed artwork.
Recommended:
3–5 process photographs + 1 final artwork photograph
Parents are encouraged to remind students to take photographs throughout the process rather than trying to recreate the process at the end.

6. Artist Statement
Students should prepare a short artist statement explaining their artwork.
It should answer:
1. Which art era inspired the artwork?
2. What did the student discover through research?
3. What inspired the concept?
4. How was the historical inspiration transformed into an original idea?
5. What materials and techniques were used?
6. What message, story or emotion does the artwork communicate?
A good artist statement explains the thinking behind the artwork, rather than simply describing what can be seen.

7. TAC Mentorship
TAC mentors Zunaira Mufti and Dr. Nafisa Sayed-Motiwala will support participating youth artists through the creative development process.
Mentorship include:
· Understanding the ASAS theme
· Exploring different art eras
· Research and visual references
· Concept development
· Motif and symbolism
· Material and technique exploration
· Composition and form
· Colour palette
· Contemporary interpretation
· Artist statement development
· Process documentation
· Submission preparation
Important
Mentorship is intended to guide and encourage the student.
The final concept, artistic decisions and artwork must remain the student's own.

8. Q&A Session for Parents & Students
TAC will organize a Q&A / Information Session to answer questions about:
· Eligibility
· Theme
· Artwork development
· Submission requirements
· Process photographs
· Artist statements
· Mentorship
· Selection
· International participation
Parents are encouraged to attend with their children.
A recording or summary may be shared where applicable.

9. Important Dates
August 29 
Mentorship Begins
September 5
Q& A session
September 26
Final submission deadline (subject to confirmation of the official ASAS/Funun Arts deadline).
September 29 onward
Submissions move into the official review/selection process.
Parents should always follow the official submission deadline communicated by ASAS. TAC will communicate any confirmed changes to the Canadian participants.

10. Parent / Guardian Responsibilities
Parents and guardians play an important role in supporting young artists.
Please help your child to:
☐ Understand the theme
☐ Keep track of deadlines
☐ Photograph the artwork during development
☐ Keep research and sketches
☐ Complete required information
☐ Review the artist statement
☐ Ensure photographs are clear and high quality
☐ Complete consent forms
☐ Keep copies of submitted materials
☐ Save the submission confirmation
Parents should support the student's creative process without creating or substantially altering the artwork themselves.

11. Originality & Academic Integrity
The artwork must be the student's own work.
Students may:
· Research historical artists and artworks
· Study traditional techniques
· Use historical motifs as inspiration
· Explore cultural references
· Experiment with contemporary interpretations
Students should not simply reproduce or trace an existing artwork.
The objective is to demonstrate:
“Inspired by History – Created by You.”

12. Use of Digital & AI Tools
Students who use digital tools or AI-assisted processes should follow the official ASAS/Funun Arts rules regarding disclosure and eligibility.
Parents and students should not assume that AI-generated artwork is eligible unless this has been confirmed by the organizers.
Where digital tools are permitted, the student's creative contribution and process should remain clearly documented.

13. Artwork Photography Guidelines
The final artwork photograph should:
☐ Be clear and in focus
☐ Have good lighting
☐ Show the entire artwork
☐ Avoid glare and reflections
☐ Be photographed as straight-on as possible
☐ Avoid distracting backgrounds
☐ Not include unnecessary people or objects
☐ Not use filters that change the artwork's appearance
For process photographs, natural photographs taken during the student's actual creative process are preferred.

14. What Happens After Submission?
Once the artwork is officially submitted:
Step 1
The submission is received by the designated ASAS/Funun Arts process.
Step 2
Artwork goes through the official review/selection process.
Step 3
Selected artists are notified according to the official ASAS timeline.
Step 4
Selected artists and their families receive further information regarding participation and international arrangements.
Step 5
Canadian participants prepare for the ASAS international opportunity, where applicable.
TAC's mentorship or preliminary review does not guarantee selection. Final selection rests with the official ASAS/Funun Arts selection process.

15.  Questions Parents Should Ask Before Final Submission
Before submitting, ask your child:
About the Idea
What inspired your artwork?
About History
Which art era did you explore?
About Originality
What have you changed or created in your own way?
About Today
How does your artwork connect to the world today?
About Process
Can you show how your artwork developed?
About Meaning
What do you want the viewer to understand or feel?
If your child can confidently answer these questions, they are well prepared to explain their artistic journey.

16. Parent/Guardain Quick Checklist
BEFORE STARTING
☐ Read the ASAS guidelines
☐ Understand the theme
☐ Confirm eligibility
☐ Note the submission deadline
DURING CREATION
☐ Research selected era
☐ Develop original concept
☐ Create sketches
☐ Experiment with materials
☐ Take process photographs
☐ Develop final artwork
BEFORE SUBMISSION
☐ Final artwork photograph
☐ 3–5 process photographs
☐ Artist statement
☐ Artwork title
☐ Medium
☐ Dimensions
☐ Student information
☐ Parent/guardian information
☐ Consent forms
☐ All required files checked
FINAL STEP
☐ Submit through the official submission process
☐ Save confirmation
☐ Keep copies of all submitted materials
☐ Watch for official communication regarding selection
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